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Quotable  facts  about  Illinois 
libraries. 

♦  The  Illinois  State  Library,  using 
federal  and  state  grants,  administers 
programs  for  nearly  4,000  members 
of  the  Illinois  Library  and  Information 
Network  (ILLINET). 

♦  Under  two  special  grants,  the 
Secretary  of  States  office  provided 
nearly  $4  million  to  all  types  of 
libraries  for  the  purchase  of  library 
computers  for  public  access. 

♦  Illinois  reference  librarians 
answer  1 5  million  guestions  each 
year;  30%  of  the  inquiries  are  from 
children. 

♦  Book  shelves  in  the  Illinois  State 
Library  would  exceed  1  5  miles  if 
placed  end  to  end. 


Public  Libraries 

♦  More  than  54  million  patron 
visits  are  made  to  Illinois  public 
libraries  annually. 

♦  In  1 996,  per  capita  funding  for 
Illinois  public  libraries  was  $41. 

Local  funding  accounted  for  83%  of 
the  total. 

♦  Every  Illinois  county  has  at  least 
one  public  library.  Rural  area 
residents  check  out  almost  twice  as 
many  books  per  person  as  those 
living  in  urban  areas. 

♦  85%  of  Illinois  residents  strongly 
support  public  library  activities,  but 
only  30%  favor  increasing  taxes  to 
support  library  costs. 

♦  Leisure,  hobbies  and  self- 
improvement  are  the  main  topics  of 
interest  of  2/3  of  library  visitors. 


♦  The  states  oldest  public  library 
was  founded  in  Albion  in  1818,  the 
same  year  Illinois  was  admitted  to 
the  Union. 

School  Libraries 

♦  Illinois  ranks  third  in  the  nation 
for  the  average  number  of  librarians 
per  school. 

♦  Nearly  2,500  school  libraries  are 
ILLINET  members. 

♦  Computers  and  modems  are  in 
80%  of  Illinois  secondary  school 
libraries  and  50%  of  elementary 
school  libraries. 

♦  Small  Illinois  school  libraries 
have  the  same  capabilities  as  larger 
libraries  through  automated  access 
to  information. 


Academic  libraries 

♦  In  a  typical  week,  Illinois'  1 80 
academic  libraries  serve  nearly 
700,000  students,  faculty  and 
others. 

♦  Illinois  is  first  in  the  nation  in  the 
number  of  materials  borrowed  and 
loaned  through  academic  libraries. 

♦  Illinois  academic  libraries  hold 
44  million  volumes  or  1 6.5  %  of  the 
volumes  in  the  nation's  academic 
libraries. 

Special  libraries 

♦  The  540  special  libraries  in 
Illinois  serve  the  needs  of  corporate, 
not-for-profit  and  hospital  employ¬ 
ees. 

♦  Special  libraries  are  found  in  law 
offices,  engineering  and  architec¬ 
tural  firms,  medical  facilities  and 
other  professional  offices. 


For  more  information,  contact: 
Illinois  State  Library 
300  S.  Second  St. 

Springfield,  IL  62701 
Phone:  1-800-665-5576 
http://www.sos.state.il.us 
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